JOHN AND RACHEL 
CANARDA CUMMINGS 


John Cummings and his wife (known as 
Pap and Mam Cummings) left Nauvoo in 
1846 and moved to Gallows Grove, five 
miles above Kanesville. They stayed there 
three years. 

Not much is known of the family while 
living in Iowa. At one time “Pap” was 
Joseph Smith’s body guard. 

On June 1, 1852, they started their jour- 
ney to Salt Lake Valley in the John Maxwell 
company. 

Their son, John Cummings, then five years 
old, remembers gathering buffalo chips and 
making a fire by working a bellows. 

At one time a trunk tied with a rope 
gave way and let John fall off. The wagon 
wheels passed over his leg. He moved his 
head in time to let the wagon go on with- 
out killing him. F2/ 
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y reached Provo on October 12, 1852. 
Their journey had taken them four months 
and 12 days. 

The family lived in Provo until 1553 
William and Isaac Cummings ca: 
people by the name of Parker to W 
satch County. 


The boys returned to Provo for the win- 
ter. In pring they came back to their 
land * and son John brought their 


300 sheep. They took other people's sheep 
to herd until the flock numbered 1,800 head 

When fall came, John had to take the 
sheep back to Provo. When he came to 
the river he met a man who asked him how 
he was going to get the sheep across. John 
tied a rope to the leader and tê man took 
the rope. John made the other sheep follow. 

In the spring of 1861 the family came 
to the valley to make their home. 

“Papis” first home was inside the fort. 
His next home was on West Main Street 
and First North. This house had two rooms. 
They lived here, with the help of nieces, 
until they were unable to care for them- 


selves. 

Their daughter, “Aunt Sally” Jones, took 
them into her home and cared for them until 
their death. 

Rachel Canarda Cummings died on March 
29, 1895. at the age of 84. 

John Cummings died on September 8, 1595, 
at the age of 93. 

Their children included: Harmon, Sarah 
Ann, William, Mary Jane, Nancy. Isaac. 
John James and Malinda. 
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They reached Provo on October 12, 1852. 
Their journey had taken them four months 
and 12 days. 

The family lived in Provo until 1858. 
Sons William and Isaac Cummings came 
with people by the name of Parker to Wa 

ch County, 

e boys returned to Provo for the win- 
ter. In the spring they came back to their 
land. “Pap” and son John brought their 
300 sheep. They took other people's sheep 
to herd until the flock numbered 1,500 head. 

When fall came. John had to take the 
sheep back to Provo. When he came to 
the river he met a man who asked him how 


vas going to get the sheep across, John 


۱ a rope to the leader and te man took 
the rope. John made the other sheep follow 
In the spring of 1861 the family came 


to the valley to make their home 

“Pan's” first home wa 
His next home was on West Main Street 
and First North. This house had two rooms. 
They lived here, with the help of nieces, 
until were unable to care for them 
selves. 

Their daughter, “Aunt Sally” Jones, took 
them into her home and cared for them until 
their death. 

Rachel Canarda Cummings died on March 
29, 1895. at the age of 84, 

John Cummings died on September 8, 1895, 
at the age of 93. 

Their children included: Harmon. Sarah 
Anu, William, Mary Jane, Nancy. Isaac, 
John James and Malinda. 
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